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a call to resist
illegitimate authority

November 1, 1976 - 720 Massachusetts Avenue, Room 4, Cambridge, Massachusetts /h.09

EXPLAINING
EDUCATIONAL FAILURE
Part 2

WAYNE O'NEIL

(This is the second and concluding part of an
essay that appeared in slightly different form
in The Radical Teacher. Readers of this newslet~ who are interested in subscribing to
The Radical Teacher should be advised that both
the business address of the journal and its
subscription prices have changed since those
alleged facts were presented in these pages last
month: subscription rates - $7 regular (four
issues); $3 part-time or unemployed; $10 library
or institutional subscription. Business office:
14 Glenwood Avenue; Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139.

(In the first part of this article the discussion
was of various radical alternatives to the popular explanations of why there seemed to be a decline in test scores and skills. In the second
the real purpose that these explanations serves
is presented.)
It is possible, moreover, to have severe reservations about the facts on skills and scores
presented in the popular media and to question
the way these sources ignore whatever it is convenient for their explanations to ignore. For
example - as we have seen, Newsweek simply quoted
around the NAEP data on nine-year-olds (that is
that their writing actually showed improvement
over the period of the study); for they don't
fit into its perception of things going downhill
all the way.
Often, though, the social scientists and
statisticians who collect and present the data
do so with a minimum of social and political interpretation. Their limitations are of a different sort. Consequently more can be learnt from
them than from the middlemen who interpret the
material according to a specific but unstated
set of cultural and political dispositions. For
example, a study of declining college entrance
test scores conducted by the American College
Testing program (ACT, which adminsters the alternative to the Scholastic Aptitude Test) is in part
at least quite specific in its explanation of the
decline:
(continued on page 7)

THAI COUP
INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION
FOR DISARMAMENT AND PEACE

(Resist received the following material on Thailand from the International Confederation for
Disarmament and Peace in London. It is written by
a ''British academic who left Bangkok, after a
year in Thailand, two days before the coup on
October 611 . )

A military coup re-established a right-wing
dictatorship in Thailand on Wednesday, October
6, 1976.
At dawn a large force of police using antitank weapons, grenade launchers, and machine guns
attacked Thammasat University in Bangkok. Some
two to three thousand students had occupied the
campus in a peaceful protest against the return
of former Prime Minister and dictator Field
Marshal Thanom. He had been forced out of Thailand on October 14, 1973 by massive popular de•
monstrations and had returned on September 19,
1976 in the guise of a Buddhist monk. The police
were supported in this carefully planned attack
by some 20,000 armed right-wing political gangs
organized by CIA-trained military. Unofficial
estimates put the death toll at over 100 with
300 wounded. Between three to five thousand
people, mostly students, have been arrested and
are being held in detention centers.
Democratic and Human Rights Abolished
The constitution has been abrogated and
martial law promulgated throughout the country.
Political parties, trade unions, strikes, and
meetings of more than five people have been
outlawed. Newspapers and periodicals have been
banned and publications seized and burnt.
Since the coup, Thailand is ruled by a National Administration Reform Co11111ittee (NARC) consisting of 24 senior military, with a 19 man
Civilian Advisory Co11111itee consisting of busines,men, bankers, and technocrats. Admiral Sangad,
head of NARC, has said that the coup was justified "for the survival of the country", that
(continued on page 2)

(Thai Coup, continued)
"the short-cut to democracy" had failed (a
reference to the period of parliamentary government since October 1973). ''We have set our
sights too high as far as democracy was concerned", he said. The military-backed right has
readjusted its sights and delivered democracy a
brutal fusillade.

Despite massive suppression, popular movements had organized on a large scale and throughout the country to educate the people in their
democratic and peaceful methods of winning a
greater measure of justice and a greater share
of the wealth they themselves produced. Popular
pressures forced the government to initiate land
rent control and a program of land reform; to
set a minimum wage; and to check the spiralling
price of food. Popular pressures also forced
the government to set a date (July this year) for
the withdrawal of American troops and to revoke
concessions granted to rapacious multinational
coupanies. The government was obliged to set up
a coD111ission to investigate corruption, an explosive political issue in a country where
senior military, police, and bureaucrats are
deeply involved in every kind of corruption,
racket, and extortion: narcotics, prostitution,
embezzlement of public funds, kickbacks from
foreign capitalist investors and local compradores and mon0polists, etc., etc. But the social
and economic problems remained: poverty and
landlessness are increasing; there is massive
unemployment; and one of the highest crime rates
in the world.

Who Gains from the Coup?
This plot to take over the country and overthrow what has been achieved by democratic
devel0pments since 1973 has been long planned.
The plotters and those who stand to gain by the
re-imposition of right-wing dictatorship are the
large landowners, monopoly capitalists, military
and senior bureaucrats (identities which are
frequently combined in single individuals).
Their power, wealth, and privilege had been built
up over more than 40 years of almost uninterrupted
military dictatorships. They saw their interests
threatened by the accumulation of popular and
democratic pressures during the past three years,
the longest period of civilian parliamentary
rule the country has known. In the interests of
their own survival (which they represent as the
survival of the nation), they have tried to sabotage, from inside and out, a succession of precarious coalition governments and have organized
armed political shock tro0ps (the Wild Bulls),
fascist, par&...military groups (Nawaphon), and a
mass organization of vigilantes with an ultraright ideology, condensed into the deceptive and
all pervasive slogan ''King, Religion, and Nation" (village Scouts). These groups have been
permitted and encouraged by civil and military
authorities to attack and harass the legitimate
and legal activities of farmers' organizations,
labor unions, and progressive politicians.
Suppression of Popular and Democratic Mov~ments
There have been dozens of assassinations of
leaders of popular organizations. Thirty farmers' leaders in the North of Thailand alone
have been assassinated in the past 18 months.
The radio station of the ultra-right, headed by
a military aristocrat, has encouraged the evil
notion that 30,000 assassinations would be necessary as a short-cut to a new form of dictatorship.
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The people learnt from their experience of
struggle and the failure of the government to
meet even their most basic needs. They built
up organizations of workers, poor and middle
peasants, progressive students, and intellectuals.
Many junior members of the bureaucracy lent support. Links were forged between these groups
and many of their ,ctions showed an impressive
unity and breadth of popular support. 600,000
workers from in and around Bangkok struck and
demonstrated in the capital earlier this year
to protest the increased price of rice. The
widespread mobilization of the people during the
past two months to protest and warn against the
return of dictatorship has been organized jointly by the National Student Center of Thailand,
the Labor Council of Thailand, the Farmers' Federation of Thailand, women's groups, school
students, technical and medical students, school
and university teachers, lawyers, and Buddhist
groups. This development greatly alarmed rightwing power groups and interests and led to further
suppression and attempts to provoke violent confrontation which the leaders of the popular organizations were careful to avoid. The final
provocations were the attempted retum in August
of former police chief and dictator, General
Phraphas, the return of former dictator Field
Marshall Thanom, the garrotting by police patrol
of two electricity workers who were putting up
posters, and the full-scale invasion of Thammasat l4liversity campus. The timing of the coup
nrust be seen in the context of the US military
pull-out, the US presidential elections, and
the progress made by the overthrown government
to establish diplomatic relations with the
socialist countries of Indochina.
(continued next page)

THAILAND
Right Wing Coup

Assault on Thammasat University
October 6, 1976

In the course of struggle a new political
consciousness was beginning to be formed on an
unprecedented scale. This was assisted by an
extraordinary flowering of publications and artistic expression, deeply concerned with the
history and conditions of the people. Even before the coup, the songs were banned by radio
stations and the possession of books legally
published and openly sold was grounds for arrest
on charges of 'subversion'. In just the three
days following the coup over a million books
have been seized and burnt.

Thie upsurge of popular and democratic
developments has now come under a massive attack
by a new dictatorship which threatens to be more
total and more vicious than Thailand has yet
experienced.
It threatens to be more insidious
and dangerous by concealing its true nature under
a guise of nationalism, reform, and various
civilian-fronted and parliamentary ruses.
(See also the Thailand Fact Sheet on page 6)
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EBEYE:
APARTHEID

U.S. STYLE
GIFF JOHNSON

(Giff Johnson works with the Micronesian Independence Support Committee (M.I.s.c.} in Honolulu,
and a Palau-island based group organizing against
the construction of a super-port in these small
Pacific islands. Resist supported M.1.s.c. in
March, 1976 (see Resist newsletter #102). This
article was written after a recent visit to the
Marshall Islands.}

While Henry Kissinger is in Africa to
'solve' the problems of apartheid there, the
U.S. is maintaining the same system as part of
the military establishment of the American
empire in the Pacific.
Ebeye, Marshall Islands, Trust Territory
of the Pacific: where the u.s. military keeps
the Marshallese who work at the Kwajalein Missile
Range. Some 7000 people live on this dusty,
disease-ridden slum island, barely 70 acres in
size. Houses are packed in everywhere; trash,
bottles, cans,used diapers and food litter the
high water mark on the beach only five feet
behind rows of houses lining both sides of the
narrow island. Blazing sunlight and an ever
present smell of garbage and outhouses, and
sometimes smoke blown back from the burning dump
at the tip of the island.

Ebeye, 25 minutes away by ferry, has the
highest population density in the Pacific. But
in contrast to the abundant sports and recreational facilities on Kwajalein, Ebeye has almost
none. For the thousands of young people on the
island there are 1 and 1/2 basketball courts and
one empty lot sandwiched between buildings nothing else. Children play on the sewage outfall
pipe over the narrow littered beach where the
outhouses crowd between the high water mark and
the shabby housing.

Kwajalein, eight miles around the lagoon
from Ebeye: the lush green golf course is just
one of the amenities provided for the military
and their families, along with spacious parks
and baseball fields, free movies, handball
courts, community center and scout hut for young
people; air conditioned houses with neat lawns
and shade fenced yards, beautiful beaches, coconut and other trees for relief from the tropical sun, top flight schools and a hospital for
good medical care ••• all are part of the life
on Kwajalein.

The pre-school is in a small old wooden
building. The elementary school is more wooden
buildings and a cement block of eight classrooms.
Together they provide barely enough space for
half the children, and hundreds of children wander the island in aimless groups during the day.
Workers who want their older children to go to
intermediate or high school must send them to
the district center at Majuro ($53.80 one way}.
Many cannot, of course, and older people comment
that 12 to 16 year olds hang around and drink
beer - there's nothing else to do.
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No Marshallese can live on Kwajalein, but
over 500 work there, at service and maintenance
jobs for the military and their families. Workers
who make the ferry trip each morning must be
off Kwajalein by 9 p.m. at the latest.

U.N and other studies reveal the critical
health and sanitation conditions on Ebeye. A
recent report called Ebeye "a biological time
bomb waiting to go off. 11 Yet there is only one
doctor for the 7000 people on the island, and
doctors on Kwajalein are prohibited from volunteering to serve on Ebeye.

The menial jobs necessary to keep a military
base clean and trim and functioning pay the
Marshallese at least the U.S. minimum wage of
$2.40 per hour - the average wage is $3.15. From
this the breadwinner must feed 10 to 20 people
at Ebeye prices, which are high for the scanty
supplies of canned fish and vegetables, soda pop
and candy in small shops. Shopping at low military
PX prices on Kwajalein is closed to Marshallese,
reserved for holders of military ID cards.

South Africa in the Pacific, but not yet
Soweto. With the Marshallese totally dependent
on the dollars spent by the u.s. military, only
minor complaints about health conditions are
heard - and those only rarely.

The U.N. Trusteeship Agreement calls for
the u.s. to promote the economic, educational
and social advancement of the inhabitants and
to protect the "rights and fundamental freedoms
of all elements of the population without
discrimination. 11

But even to go to the places that Marshallese
are allowed on Kwajalein, such as the airport
or postoffice, they must first fill out an application and receive a permit from the office of
the District Administrator on Ebeye. And the free
ferry runs only at the hours that the workers
commute - otherwise the water taxi costs $1 each
way.

30 years of destructive American action in
the Marshall Islands, from the Bikini bomb
tests to apartheid on Ebeye, has forced the
Marshallese into dependence on this degrading
source of income, with what Senator Kabua calls
"all the ills of the ghetto" and offered no
alternatives for their economic development.
The Marshalls will never develop toward "selfgovernment or independence" as specified in
the U.N. Agreement if they have no choice of
whether or not the military stays at the Kwajalein Missile Range.

Most of the trees on Ebeye have been cut
down and houses crowded in. The government supplies 308 one-room units, each housing a
family, in one-story dingy unpainted cement
blocks of six, a few feet apart. The other half
of the housing is shabby wooden houses and
shacks. From ten to twenty people live in each
of the one and two room houses. Perhaps as many
as 2/3 of them have electricity and running water - which doesn't mean they have hot water or
toilets or showers - "running water" may simply
mean a faucet outside the house.
There are no outhouses on Kwajalein; the
government supplies indoor bathrooms with hot
water, and air conditioning as well. And from
the nameplate next to each door, it appears
only one family lives in each house.
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(1932-1976) (SEIECTIONS)

(Prepared for Liberation News Service by a group
of Southeast Asia experts at Cornell University)

Period of Thanom-Praphat Dictatorship

Period of the 30's and World War II

8 December 1963
Premier.

24 June 1932 Overthrow of the absolute
monarchy and establishment of constitutional
government by a mixed military-civilian group.

June 1964 tD end of Vietnam War Ever increasing bombing of Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia.

Thanom becomes

January 1967 Regime announces intention of
sending combat units to Vietnam; US secretly pays
all costs.

16 December 1938 Accession to dictatorial
power of Field Marshal Phibun Songkhram, a key
leader of the 1932 coup.

September 1967 2,200 Thai combat troops,
the Queen's Cobras, arrive in Vietnam.

8 December 1941 The day after Pearl Harbor,
Phibun permits Japanese passage through Thailand,
allowing them to outflank the Allies in Burma
and Malaya.

January 1969 11,000 Thai troops stationed
. in Vietnam - nearly 14% of the Thai army.

25 January 1942 Phibun declares war on US
and Great Britain.
26 July 1944 Facing pressure from the underground resistance, Phibun resigns.

17 November 1971 Claiming an intensification
of communist insurgency in Thailand, Thanom
carries out a coup against his own constitution,
cabinet, and parliament.
6 October 1973 Eleven young people arrested
for distributing pamphlets of the constitutional
movement, setting off 10 days of widening protests.

6 January 1946 In Thailand's first really
free elections, left-of-center resistance leaders
outpoll centrist parties.
8 November 1947 Phibun's supporters carry
out a coup, exiling the civilian resistance
leaders and installing a civilian premier as front.

13 October 1973 A quarter of a million people
rally in Bangkok to demand the release of prisoners.
It is the largest demonstration in Thai history.
14 October 1973 Returning demonstrators are
fired upon by police with machine guns, tanks,
and armored cars. Military seize Thammasat University. At least 65 are killed, hundreds
wounded.

Period of Second Phibun Dictatorshi:g_
6 April 1948 Phibun returns to power, overthrowing a recently elected civilian government.
June 1950 Phibun offers Thai troops for
the Korean War, the US to pay all costs.
October 1950
signed.

Sarit dies.

15 October 1973 Army refuses to support
further repression. The monarch also intervenes
against additional bloodshed. Thanom and Praphat
are force to flee the country.

Thai-US military agreement

Period of Elected Constitutional Government

29 November 1951 General Sarit Thanarat,
controlling an army bolstered by US military aid,
and Police Chief Phao take real power from
Phibun, leaving him largely nominal power.

March 1974

New draft constitution coq,leted.

7 October 1974 New constitution promulgated:
it calls for a powerful elective lower house to
which the premier will be responsible.

Period of Sarit Dictatorship
16 September 1957 General Sarit seizes full
power, aided by Thanom Kittakachon and Prapha t
Charusathien. Sarit installs civilian premier as
front.

26 January 1975 First free election since
the late 40's: largest single party is Seni
Pramoj's Democratic Party. Parliamentary left
wins 11% of vote. Ultra-right wins 1%. Communists
excluded from the election.

March 1962 US announces that US personnel
are training Thai army in guerrilla warfare.

20 August 1975 A year of attacks on students,
workers, moderates, etc. by the ultra-right begins
with the sacking of Thammasat University.

19 May 1962 Kennedy orders 10,000 US troops
to Thailand to influence Laotian situation, with•
~ut consulting Thailand or US Congress.

Period of National Administrative Reform Council

19 March 1963 "Special Logistics Action Thailand" Agreement: US upgrades Thai logistics
and improves airfields, preparing for arrival of
US Army Engineers.

6 Octol,er 1976 Assault on Thammasat Univer•
sity and military coup, dissolving the civilian
government.
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dents than teachers - today's student population leaves high school and enters college
with less academic preparation than previous
years' students." UPI Press release, "College-bound youths score lower on tests,"
15 February 1976.
The decline in scores is then, in part at
least on this analysis, an artifact, a simple
result of a broader range of high school seniors
taking the exams, and it does not take much imag•
ination to understood what the differences in
social class origins might be between these
"students from the lower half of their high
school classes" and "the traditional college
students."
Now this explanation seems natural enough though it is contradicted by the latest summary
report on the SAT's, but the other reason advanced by the ACT is on the surface somewhat
tautological. For it seems to be saying that
students are not so well prepared because they
are not now prepared so well. And though it is
easy enough to understand how evidence might be
gotten together to demonstrate that scores had
fallen because more test-takers were coming from
the lower half of high school classes, it is not
at all clear how to go about documenting that the
"various reasons" cited in the study are the
causes of poorer preparation. Nevertheless because it follows along the same general lines
as the Newsweek and other popular interpretations
of what is wrong with education in America today the second part of the ACT's explanation is quite
revealing. For in citing these "various reasons"
the ACT is, of course, casting them in doubt:
they are guilty of lowering the precious scores;
the tests remain unchanged, a .thing of stability
in a flighty world.

(Educational Failure, continued)
The ACT, in a statement released today,
said the drop is caused both by poorer high
school preparation and by a change in the
traditional college-bound student
There is evidence to support (these)
major reasons for the decline.
''We have a 'changed pool' of students
in college today," the report said. ''Many
more students from the lower half of their
high school classes are attending college,
and these new students have weaker academic
preparation than traditional college students."
The other reason is poorer high school
education.
''High school students are academically
weaker than they were five or ten years ago,"
the report said. "For various reasons including greater use of electives, lowering
of teacher demands and expectations, and
schooling directed relatively 100re by stu-

But let us rename the "various reasons" more
generously so that we can see what it is that is
being blamed:
(1) greater relative freedom in curriculum and subject choices;

(2) less emphasis on co"t)etition in
the classroom and less authoritarianism in
the classroom;

(3) more student participation in
guiding and directing school education.
(continued on page 8)
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